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The book „Agricultural Drawing and the Design of Farm Structures” by French T.E. and 

Ives F.W. from Ohio State University was published in the year of 1915[1]. I was interested in this 

book not only because of the date of publication, but especially because of the style of material 

presentation. It can be used as an example for us today when we prepare methodical material for 

students. 

In the Preface we can find clear argumentation why Engineering Drawing must be a 

required subject for all agricultural courses (Fig.1). Additionally to traditional text book content we 

can find formulas, tables and other information useful for drawing and designing. 

 

 

Fig. 1 Clear argumentation why Engineering Drawing must be a required subject for all agricultural 
courses [1]  

 

By analyzing the contents of the book I asked myself – if maybe we could find if there is 

any prehistory of the contemporary Building Information Modeling (BIM) technologies, at that time 

level of course (Fig.2). 
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Fig. 2 Comparison of the book [1] contents with the BIM services scheme  

 

To sum up the main book’s advantage is the training of a holistic viewpoint which isn’t 

less actual today, when we have students with well-trained copy/paste abilities, but without the 

ability to see the big picture. 
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